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As we conclude Semester 1, the Faculty of Natural Sciences celebrates a successful examination period made 
possible through the outstanding cooperation between academic and administrative staff. Their collective 
commitment ensured the smooth management of critical examination processes and supported student success. 
Congratulations to all staff and students for their dedication and achievements. We proudly acknowledge the 
Faculty's historic leadership in hosting the SASAE-Walter Sisulu Conference, which elevated the University's 
national and international profile. We extend sincere gratitude to our outgoing Heads of Department and warmly 
welcome Dr Noluntu Dyantyi, Dr Thembinkosi Dlaza, Dr Mametsi Maseme, and Dr Charles Kakuli. Let us maintain 
our pursuit of excellence as we prepare for supplementary examinations and Semester 2 with positivity, 
professionalism, and determination.

The Faculty continues to strengthen good governance, effective office management, and a culture of professional 
growth among both academic and support staff. Staff members have demonstrated commendable commitment 
to skills development and service excellence in support of the Faculty's strategic objectives. The Faculty 
congratulates Professor Jean Ruffin Mpiana Mutambayi on his promotion to Associate Professor of Statistics, a 
significant achievement that reflects the Faculty's commitment to academic excellence and staff development. His 
promotion serves as an inspiration to colleagues and students alike.
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The provisional June 2026 examination results reflect an estimated faculty pass rate of 76.6%, with 8,555 
students successfully passing their examinations. Biological and Environmental Sciences achieved the highest 
performance with pass rates exceeding 84%, while Mathematical Sciences and Computing performed above the 
faculty average. Applied Sciences recorded satisfactory results, although some practical and service modules 
require focused intervention. Chemical and Physical Sciences remains an area requiring additional academic 
support, particularly in gateway Physics and Chemistry modules. Departmental interventions, including Winter 
School, will further support student success.  

The Faculty achieved a historic milestone through the successful hosting of the South African Society for 
Agricultural Extension (SASAE)-Walter Sisulu Conference, held from 29 June to 3 July 2026. The conference 
attracted nearly 600 delegates from across South Africa and several African countries, showcasing Walter Sisulu 
University's growing leadership in research, innovation, food security, rural development, and climate resilience. 
Research excellenc e continues to gain national and international recognition. Highlights include the appointment 
of Professor Michael Dare Asemoloye as Associate Editor of Frontiers in Microbiology and the publication of high-
impact international research outputs. The Faculty also congratulates Professor Francis Dejene on his nomination 
to represent Walter Sisulu University in the prestigious THENSA Energy Project initiative.  
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The Faculty continues to participate in institutional events such as Famelab and expand its community impact 
through the development of Short Learning Programmes aimed at enhancing agricultural skills, 
entrepreneurship, and sustainable livelihoods. These programmes are expected to strengthen capacity building 
opportunities for communities, graduates, and industry partners. Planning is also progressing for Green Grow, 
the Faculty-led initiative focused on entrepreneurship, sustainable food production, skills development, and 
community empowerment. The initiative aligns with the Faculty's commitment to creating meaningful social 
and economic impact throughout the Eastern Cape and beyond. 
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As we enter the second half of the academic year, let us continue working together with integrity, discipline, 
and purpose. Every success achieved by our students, staff, and departments reflects the strength of our 
collective effort. We encourage all members of the Faculty community to embrace Semester 2 with renewed 
energy, optimism, and an unwavering commitment to excellence in teaching, research, community 
engagement, and administration. 
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Upcoming Conferences: 
Association of Young Scientists Conference (AYSC) 

Theme: Assuring Sustainable Water Availability and Safe Sanitation Systems to Achieve the Goals of Agenda 
2063  

Dates: 13 -15 September 2026  

Venue: Walter Sisulu, Mthatha Campus, Eastern Cape, South Africa  

Hosts: Academy of Science of South Africa (ASSAf), South African Young Academy of Science (SAYAS), Walter 
Sisulu, and partners.  

Conference Website: https://aysc.org.za/ [aysc.org.za] 

IPROSA Conference 

Theme: The Next Seven Generations of Africa's Wellbeing  

Dates: 12 -16 October 2026  

Venue: Eastern Cape, South Africa (KuGompo International Convention Centre) 

Host: Indigenous Professions of Southern Africa (IPROSA)  

Website: https://iprosa.org/ [iprosa.org] 


