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Executive Summary

The Faculty of Natural Sciences continued its upward trajectory during September 2026 through
significant achievements in teaching and learning, research, and stakeholder engagement.

Key highlights include:
Strong progress towards institutional teaching and learning targets.
Positive graduation outcomes reflecting improved student success and throughput.
Sustained growth in research productivity across all departments.
Increased scholarly contributions from early-career academics.
Successful hosting of three major scientific conferences and research events.
Expanded provincial and international partnerships.

International research recognition through a prestigious grant awarded to the Centre for
Global Change.

Teaching and Learning

The Faculty maintained an intensive academic programme throughout September to ensure
successful completion of teaching, assessment, moderation, and examination preparation activities.

The September graduation results provided encouraging confirmation that interventions aimed at
improving student success continue to yield positive outcomes. Improved qualification completion
rates and student throughput (Figure 1, Table 1) demonstrate the effectiveness of collaborative
efforts among academic departments, support staff, tutors, mentors, and faculty leadership.

These results strengthen confidence that the Faculty is well positioned to achieve its medium-term
target of exceeding 80% in both pass rates and student throughput rates. Continued focus on
academic excellence, student support, and quality assurance remains central to our mission.
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Figure 1: Combined 2026 Graduates
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Table 1: Highest-Producing Qualifications in 2026

e e Total
Qualification Graduates
Dip Analytical Chemistry (including ECP) 76
BSc Environmental Studies (including ECP) 39
BSc Biological Sciences (including ECP) 32
Dip Consumer Science Food & Nutrition (ECP) 38
BSc Pest Management (including ECP) 31
BSc Computer Science (including ECP) 18
BSc Mathematics (including ECP) 17
BSc Chemistry (including ECP) 19
BSc Physics (including ECP) 16
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Research and Innovation

Research activity across the Faculty continues to grow, reflecting a vibrant and expanding culture
of scholarship and innovation. While experienced researchers remain prominent contributors to
publication outputs, an encouraging trend has been the increasing participation of young and
emerging academics in research publication and supervision activities.

Research outputs from the Faculty now span a broad spectrum of disciplines including Biological
Sciences, Chemistry, Environmental Sciences, Physics, Mathematics, Water Research, Climate Change,
Biodiversity Conservation, and Applied Sciences. The diversity of publication outlets and DHET-
accredited journals reflects both the quality and relevance of research being undertaken within the
Faculty.

This growing research momentum is creating new opportunities for postgraduate students and
strengthening the Faculty's national and international academic standing.
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+  Asamoloye, M. D., & Olowe, 0. M. {2028). Role of cell wall-associated kinases in
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Major Research Events

ASSAf Young Scientists Conference 2026

Faculty researchers and students participated actively in the ASSAf Young Scientists Conference,
which highlighted innovative research and innovation in water security, sanitation, sustainability, and
climate resilience. The event provided a valuable platform for emerging scientists to engage with
national research priorities

ALIZWA MDLUDLLU AND
BALISA NGQULWANA :

Put FMS and Walter Sisulu On
The Map As Best Presenters at
The ASSAF Young Scientists
Conference, 2026

+ A defining characteristic of AYSC
2026 was its strong emphasis on
water sacurity, climate resilience,
sustainable infrastructure,
inclusive development, and
innovation-driven sclutions for
African challenges.

* Ressarch presented combinad
advanced technologies such as
artificial intelligance, remote
sansing, GIS, nanotechnology,
machine learning, biotechnology,
and erwircnmental modelling
with community-centred
approaches, indigenous
knowledge systermns, and policy-
relevant intarvantions.
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Faculty Research Day 2026

The annual Faculty Research Day highlighted the depth and quality of research across all departments.
Participation from Honours, Master’s and Doctoral students demonstrated a healthy and expanding
postgraduate research pipeline, while interdisciplinary presentations highlighted the Faculty’'s
growing research capacity.

Faculty of Natural
Sciences Research and .
Innovation Day 2026 V¥ Wator Sisuy |

*  Motural Scences for Sustainable African Futures Throuwgh
Research, Inncuation, Commerdialisation and Community
Impact.

+ | Agriculture, Food Security and Rural Livelihoods

+ ° Biodiversity, Ecology and Conservation Sciences

R Biotechnology, Health and Natural Products
Research

+ J Advanced Materials, Chemistry and En
Technologies s 4 pisaid

« @ Artificial Intelligence, Data Science and Digital
Transformation

SACI Eastern Cape Annual Seminar

The Faculty successfully hosted the South African Chemical Institute (SACI) Eastern Cape Annual
Seminar, bringing together postgraduate Chemistry students and academics from the four
universities in the Eastern Cape offering Chemistry programmes. The seminar strengthened scientific
collaboration and promoted postgraduate research excellence within the province.

- FACULTY OF NATURAL SCIENCES NEWSLETTER | 9



Community Engagement and Partnerships

The Faculty continues to strengthen its contribution to regional development through strategic
engagement and partnerships.

A notable achievement during September was participation in the Provincial Agriculture PSET
Articulation Conference. This initiative brought together higher education institutions, government
departments, and industry stakeholders to advance integrated approaches to agricultural
development and skills training.

The Faculty Dean was appointed to represent Walter Sisulu University on a strategic provincial
committee that will support collaboration between higher education, government, and the private
sector. This appointment positions the University to make a meaningful contribution to future
agricultural innovation and workforce development initiatives.

* Altogether 58 key stakeholders from 15 institutions

:tsET m'::t';:“‘k’ recently gathered at Nelson Mandela University to
E";:"Eﬂ ﬂl “lﬂﬂ“; strengthen articulation pathways in the Eastern
pathways in agriculture Cape's agricultural education and training sector.
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International Recognition

The Centre for Global Change (CGC) achieved a significant milestone through the successful award
of funding from the Australia-Africa Universities Network (AAUN). The funded project, titled:
“Community Supported Approach to Sustainability: Building Local Capacity to Sustain Rural
Water Infrastructure in Remote Communities” will strengthen international collaboration while
addressing critical challenges related to rural water security and community development. This
achievement enhances the Faculty’s international visibility and demonstrates the global relevance of
research being conducted at Walter Sisulu University.

£ Moteba.ng Dun:nn“: * The Centre for Global Change (CGC) achieved
Vincent Nakin Continues a significant milestone through the successful
to Direct Centre for award of funding from the Australia-Africa
Global Change Universities Network (AAUN).

AUSTRALIA AFRICA

UNIVERSITIES NETWORK

Congratulations

The Faculty extends its sincere congratulations to:

Academic staff for their commitment to teaching excellence, supervision, research, and
innovation.

Administrative and support staff for their professionalism and essential contribution to
Faculty operations.

Undergraduate and postgraduate students for their academic and research achievements.
Research centres and departments for their continued growth in scholarly outputs.
Strategic partners and stakeholders for their ongoing support and collaboration.

These collective achievements continue to strengthen the Faculty’s reputation as a centre of
excellence in science, research, and societal impact.
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Upcoming Events and Notices
World Food Day 2026

Date: 16 October 2026; 10H00-13H00
Venue: NMD Auditorium, Mthatha Campus

The Faculty will host World Food Day 2026 under the theme:
“Food Futures: Sustainable Solutions for People, Planet and Prosperity.”

The event will bring together researchers, students, government representatives, industry partners
and community stakeholders to explore innovative solutions for sustainable food systems.

Looking Ahead
As the academic year progresses, the Faculty remains committed to:
Enhancing student success and graduation outcomes.
Increasing research productivity and impact.
Expanding postgraduate research capacity.
Strengthening national and international partnerships.

Advancing meaningful community engagement.

Through continued collaboration, innovation and excellence, the Faculty of Natural Sciences
remains well positioned to achieve its strategic objectives and contribute to the transformation of

society through science.
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